
Attendance 

 
School absenteeism and truancy can impact significantly on students' learning and wellbeing.  

Research shows that in Queensland, higher student attendance is associated, on average, with 

higher student achievement. Additionally, attending school every day helps children to build social 

and emotional skills such as communication, teamwork and resilience.  

Under the law, you must make sure your child is enrolled and attends school on all school days 

unless there is a reasonable excuse. Schools must monitor attendance of students and follow up 

with parents and caregivers any unexplained absences.  

See: http://education.qld.gov.au/everydaycounts/docs/edc-version1-brochure.pdf  

School Hours 
School hours are from 8.25 am to 2.30 pm. Students are encouraged to be at school by at least 

8.15 am to allow them to prepare for the school day. It is important to note that students should 

not be on school premises before 8.00am and after 4.00pm unless attending an organized school 

or community function.  

Absences 
A written note or phone notification is required for - absences, late arrivals, early departures, or to 

be excused from a normal part of school routine.  

If a student is absent without reason a ‘text message’ is sent to inform the parent/carer of 

absence, the parent/carer should then contact the school providing the reason for absence.  

Late arrivals to school 
Students are expected to be on time to school. Students late to school must report to the student 

counter in the office with a note and collect a late slip to be admitted to class.  

If no note is provided the student will be placed on lunchtime detention. Further consequences will 

apply for students who do not make up missed time in detention.  

 



Late arrivals to class 
If for any reason a student is late from one class to another the student must have a late note 

from the teacher who delayed them. If a student is late to class from an appointment at the office 

or with a student support person they will have a slip from the office.  

If a student has no valid reason the time lost it is to be made up with the classroom teacher. Year 

Level Leaders will follow up with students who are continually late to class. 

Leaving Early  
In exceptional and unavoidable circumstances, students are given permission to leave early. To 

leave early a student must provide a note before the start of the school day detailing the reason 

for the need to leave early. Medical or dental appointments are two acceptable reasons. An Early 

Leavers Pass is issued and must be presented when requested by staff. Students must sign out 

through the office before they leave. Parents are encouraged to make outside appointments for 

students during Friday afternoon Recharge time (12.50pm) where ever possible to avoid taking 

students away from learning during the week. 

Sick students 
Sick students report to the office where an assessment of their condition is made and a call is 

placed to the parent/carer.  

Exemptions 
For information regarding student exemptions, please see this document: 

Information_Exemptions.docx  

  

  
Recharge Program 
  

To enable DBSHS to run the “Recharge “ program school will finish at 12.50pm on Friday 

unless students are required or choose to stay at school until 2.30pm to engage in extra support 

programs. 

  

Aim of Recharge 

The aim of the program is to allow students who require extra support with their studies to remain 

behind and work with key staff while allowing teachers to meet together to engage in professional 

learning time. This time for teachers will ensure Deception Bay SHS can continue to build on its 

strong academic culture ensuring all learners thrive. 

  

Who will attend Recharge? 

Students who have been identified as at risk of failing in a subject, students who have missed key 

concepts due to absence or students who have not met assessment deadlines will be supervised as 

part of Recharge in a compulsory capacity while students who wish to complete private study, 

participate in tutorials or are unable to get home before 2.30pm will form the voluntary Recharge 

group.  

  



This time will also be utilized by Support staff to run key programs catering to the social and 

emotional needs of students.  

  

School Buses 

Kangaroo Bus Lines has changed the school bus timetable to accommodate the early finish on 

Friday. The school bus will leave from the front of the school at 1.10pm each Friday.  

  

Homework 

 
Homework is an essential part of all students achieving to their potential at Deception Bay State 

High School and new homework guidelines for Queensland state schools will help our students 

establish a balanced lifestyle that allows time for study and activities with family and friends. 

 

The homework guidelines for the different age groups are: 

• in Years 7, 8 and 9 homework could be one homework activity per subject per week.  

• in Years 10, 11 and 12 homework will vary according to the student’s learning needs and 

individual program of learning. 

To find a suitable balance some students will need help in managing the time spent completing 

homework, relaxing, playing sport, socialising with friends and doing part time work. Others will 

need encouragement to lift the amount of homework to adequate levels. 

We encourage students to undertake four types of homework: 

• revision tasks set by the classroom teacher 

• assignments and long term work 

• self- set study and review of lesson material, and 

• practical work whereby students practice physical skills learnt in particular classes. 

Following most lessons of their various subjects students will need to complete homework 

in one or more of the categories listed above. Individual teachers need to be aware that 



students have four lessons each day and set the amount of homework in line with 

Education Queensland’s homework guidelines.  

 

By completing their homework students ensure that they have: 

• consolidated their learning through independent practice 

• managed the completion of major tasks such as assignments over a period of time  

• developed necessary study habits and time management skills 

 

Homework in the form of assignments and assessment tasks will be formally marked by teachers 

and detailed feedback given to students. Homework set as revision of work done in class will be 

checked by teachers to ensure that students have learnt the necessary knowledge and skills. This 

will be done by teachers on a regular basis. 

 

It is the responsibility of students to complete their homework but if homework is not submitted or 

completed the action taken should be in line with the teacher’s class management strategies. If 

homework is not completed or submitted on a regular basis, teachers are asked to make contact 

with the student/s parents.  

 

At the discretion of the administration a teacher detention may be given so that students 

satisfactorily complete their work. 

 

Parents/caregivers can assist their children in completing their homework in the following ways: 

• setting aside a suitable time and place for homework 

• checking with children that homework tasks are completed against their homework diaries 

• encouraging their children to do their homework 
 


